LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES

June 15, 2011
Convened:
9:00 AM

Present:
Commissioner Heinemann, Commissioner Swift, Commissioner Olney and 


Commissioner Houtz

Also Present:
Clerk Teresa Kubasiak and Register of Deeds Nancy Hutchins
Committee approved the agenda.

ITEMS FOR ACTION

Revenue Sharing / Unfunded Mandate Letter 
Administrator Norman prepared and reviewed with the Finance Committee a letter to State Senator Bruce Caswell and State Representative Ken Kurtz regarding Branch County’s position on State Revenue Sharing and how it will affect the Count’s financial issues and declining revenue.  The Finance Committee requested the Legislative Committee review the letter and make the recommendation for sending.  The Committee noted the change in the expected amount of State Revenue Sharing being 24% now and this change should be made throughout the letter.  The Committee recommends:

Motion by                           and seconded by                            that authorization is given to support sending the letter to our State Legislators with the amended change in the percentage to 24% reduction in State Revenue Sharing.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
Natural Resource Commission Votes to Lift Baiting Ban
The Committee recognizes approval was made, by vote, to lift the Ban on deer baiting in most of the Lower Peninsula.  This Committee supported this vote by sending a Resolution in April.

House Bill 4148, 4149 & 4150
The Committee received a copy of a Resolution Supporting HB 4148, 4149 & $150 from Livingston County.  The Administrator will be doing further follow-up on this and will bring additional information back to the Committee at the next meeting on August 17th. 
MAC Gathering Information – Court Costs from Each County
The Michigan Association of Counties sent a survey to each County asking for completion regarding court costs.  Branch County completed the survey and responded.  County Clerk Teresa Kubasiak asked how the information was gathered and if the court costs the Clerk’s office collects was included.  Administrative Assistant Garman said the Budget Status Report was used to respond to the Survey and only the Court Budget Sheets were used.  Ms. Garman asked Clerk Kubasiak to provide the information she has.  
OTHER

Draft Resolutions
The Committee asked if Administrator Norman had time to review and prepare Draft Resolutions to support Part-Time Legislation and Emergency Financial Manager requirements that apply to the state’s fiscal condition.  Branch County feels that if the state can impose conditions on local units of governments, then the same criteria should apply to them.  Administrative Assistant Garman said she will review with Administrator Norman and include on the agenda for August. 
Adjourned:
9:14 AM
Submitted:
Commissioner Heinemann


Commissioner Swift



Commissioner Olney

Commissioner Houtz
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