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BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MINUTES

January 7, 2009

1/ 	The Brownfield Redevelopment Authority met pursuant to adjournment in the Annex Conference Room on Thursday, January 7, 2010.

	Chairman Swift called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M.

	Authority Members Present: Commissioner (Chair) Dale Swift, Commissioner
 	Jon Houtz, Realtor Representative (Vice-Chair) Dennis Dirschell, Member-at-Large Representative Jay Andrews, Township Supervisor Representative (Secretary/Treasurer) Reggie Ivey.

	Absent: Citizen Representative Corbin Grimes.          
            
	Consultants and Staff Present:  AKT Representatives (Consultant/Contractor)
Stephanie Smith and Jeremy McCallion, and Administrator Bud Norman.

Absent:  Consultant Flo McCormack.

		Public Present:  Joe Haberl, Engineering Intern with City of Coldwater.

2/	Motion:  Ivey/Dirschell to approve the agenda.  MOTION CARRIED.

3/	Motion:  Houtz/Andrews to approve minutes of December 3, 2009.  MOTION CARRIED.

4/	Public Comment.  Director Andrews introduced Joe Haberl, Engineering Intern with the City of Coldwater.  Stephanie Smith introduced Jeremy McCallion, AKT Peerless.

5/	Project Status Report.  AKT Peerless updated one project which is the other Putman Hitch site.  There is an interested party or potential purchaser for this property.  The site is not listed on the underground storage site list, but there was some previous hazardous operations on the site.  AKT Peerless did not do an eligibility determination on the site, but will conduct later if necessary.

6/  	Brownfield and Community Incentives Program – Jeremy McCallion, AKT Peerless,  discussed incentives for property development.  He distributed a hand-out and explained the types of incentives for tax abatements that could assist the Brownfield Authority.  Tax abatements inhibit the tax increment financing, so the authority should evaluate these to determine which is most appropriate.  The Michigan MBT credit is a popular credit with 12.5% credit to developer.  The authority has to approve a plan, and community render support.  

Discussion included:

Property Tax Abatements.
    Industrial Property Tax Abatement.
    Obolete Property Rehabilitation Act (OPRA).
    Commerical Rehabilitation Act.
    Personal Property Tax Relief in Distressed Communities.
    Renaissance Zones.

Tax Credits.
    Brownfield MI Business Tax Credits.
    MEGA Standard and Rural Job Creation Tax Credits.
    New Market Tax Credits.
    ARRA Advanced Energy Manufacturing Tax Credit.

Brownfield Tax Increment Financing and Grants/Loans.
    Brownfield Tax Increment Financing.
    MDEQ Brownfield Redevelopment Grants and Loans.
    MDEQ Revitalization Revolving Loan Fund.
    EPA Brownfield Assessment and Cleanup Grants.
    EPA Brownfield Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund Grants.
    Brownfield Economic Development Initiative (BEDI).

Others not included on the handout are energy incentives to assist in energy efficiency and retrofit of buildings.  He discussed the ability to do energy efficiency and retrofits for municipal buildings.  Administrator Norman asked about the Kerr Building and Director Andrews noted that the incentives have been discussed in reference to the building.

7/  	Community Outreach Proposal – AKT Peerless prepared a draft brochure and returned 150 copies for the Authority’s use.  The brochures were distributed.  The assessment grant is a key tool for developing/growing properties.  

8/	Administrator Norman handed out examples of binders and asked the authority if they would like to have binders to store their minutes and other notes.  Administrator Norman has access to the annex closet and can store the material for meetings.  Dirschell/Andrews to purchase 3” binders for the authority’s use.  MOTION CARRIED.

9/	Administrator Norman explained that a vacancy, such as exists with the Financial Representative can be filled at any meeting of the Board for the unexpired person of the terms of such office.  The authority was informed that advertisement for this position would be made in February.  

10/	Administrator Norman explained the member terms and reminded the authority that initial terms were set for 1, 2, and 3 years with Commissioners set for one year terms.  The member terms are as follows:

		Commissioner Dale Swift – 1 year.
		Commissioner Jon Houtz – 1 year.
		Realtor Representative Dennis Dirschell – 2 years.
		Township Supervisor Representative Reggie Ivey – 2 years.
		Citizen Representative Corbin Grimes – 3 years.
		Financial Representative – Vacant - 3 years.
		Member-At-Large Jay Andrews – 3 years.

The authority discussed that the Board of Commissioners assigned Commissioner Dale Swift and Commissioner Jon Houtz to the authority for 2010.  

11/	The authority discussed assignments for positions for 2010.  Houtz/Ivey to retain the same positions as 2009 with Commissioner Dale Swift as Chair, Realtor Representative Dennis Dirschell as Vice-Chair, and Township Supervisor Representative Reggie Ivey as Secretary/Treasurer.  MOTION CARRIED.

11/ 	Director Andrews gave an update on the Foundry status.

12/   	Chairperson’s Remarks.  The Chair noted that he was in Northern Michigan and spotted one of the 4’X8’ signs that AKT Peerless had prepared on vacant property and was impressed.  

10/ 	Next meeting Feb. 4, 2010 at 10:00 AM.   

11/  	Dirschell/Ivey to adjourn at 10:45 AM.  MOTION CARRIED.
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